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Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior § 881.4 

§ 881.1 Purpose and scope. 
The regulations in this part provide 

for contributions by the Secretary with 
respect to projects in the Appalachian 
Region for the sealing and filling of 
voids in abandoned coal mines or for 
the reclamation and rehabilitation of 
existing strip and surface mine areas 
under the authority of subsection (a)(1) 
of section 205 of the Appalachian Re-
gion Development Act of 1965 (Pub. L. 
89–4, 79 Stat. 5) 

§ 881.2 Definitions. 
As used in the regulations in this 

part and in cooperative agreements en-
tered into pursuant to the regulations 
in this part: 

(a) Government means the United 
States of America; 

(b) Commission means the Appa-
lachian Regional Development Com-
mission established by section 101 of 
the Appalachian Regional Development 
Act of 1965; 

(c) State means any one of the States 
listed in section 403 of the Appalachian 
Regional Development Act of 1965; and 

(d) Local authorities or local bodies of 
government means a county, city, town-
ship, town, or borough, and other local 
governmental bodies organized and ex-
isting under authority or State laws. 

§ 881.3 Qualification of projects. 
(a) Projects for the reclamation and 

rehabilitation of strip-mined areas will 
be considered only if all of the lands 
embraced within the project are lands 
owned by the Federal Government, a 
State, or local bodies of government. 

(b) Projects must be submitted by a 
State to the Commission and receive 
the approval of that body. 

§ 881.4 Application of contribution. 
(a) A State in its application for con-

tribution to a project shall fully de-
scribe the conditions existing in the 
project area and give a full justifica-
tion for the project in terms of the re-
lationship of the potential benefits 
that will result from the project to the 
estimated costs of the project and in 
terms of the improvement, on a con-
tinuing basis, to the economic poten-
tial of the State or area which the 
project will bring about. If the project 

entails the reclamation and rehabilita-
tion of strip and surface mined areas, 
the application shall state the uses to 
which the lands will be put. 

(b) Before submitting a project to the 
Secretary for approval, the Director 
shall obtain from the State the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Copies of inspection procedures, 
designs, plans and methods of engineer-
ing proposed for the construction, in-
stallation, services or work to be per-
formed to accomplish the objectives of 
the project; 

(2) Accurate information, data, and 
maps of the location of the project, the 
area involved, and, if the project con-
sists of work designed to prevent or al-
leviate subsidence, information, data, 
and maps (if available) of the seams of 
coal to be filled or flushed; 

(3) The proposed advertisement for 
bids for each project contract, which 
advertisement shall include suitable 
references concerning the fact that the 
project is one to the cost of which the 
Government will contribute under the 
Appalachian Regional Development 
Act of 1965, and that the State’s ac-
ceptance of liability arising out of any 
bid shall be subject to contribution by 
the Government under the provisions 
of a cooperative agreement with the 
Government for that purpose; 

(4) The proposed project contract, to-
gether with specifications and draw-
ings pertaining to the equipment, ma-
terials, labor and work to be performed 
by the project contractor; 

(5) Releases, proper consent or the 
necessary rights or interests in lands 
and coal formations, for gaining access 
to and carrying out work in or on the 
project, and other documents required 
by OSM for approval of the project, and 
in form and substance satisfactory to 
OSM; 

(6) Certifications or documents, as 
may be required by OSM, indicating 
public ownership or control of sub-
surface coal or mineral rights accom-
panied by appropriate resolutions from 
the State or local authorities to indem-
nify and hold the Government harmless 
should any property owner within the 
project area make any claim for dam-
age resulting from the work within the 
project area if releases, consents or 
rights or interests were not obtained 
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